
Classification: INTERNAL

Harald Nusser –

Head of Global Health & Health Equity, Merck

March 5, 2026

PharmaForum

Equitable Health



> 2 BILLIon

Tablets of the standard of care 
treatment provided since 2007

> 900 mILLIon

People, mainly school-aged 
children, treated since 2007

Committed to  
Eliminating
Schistosomiasis
as a Public Health Problem

> 250 Million Cases 

worldwide

> 90%
of those affected live in 
sub-Saharan Africa

Source-WHO Factsheet at:
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/schistosomiasis
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Schistosomiasis

Cycle of the parasitic infection
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Our treatments

For schistosomiasis across all age groups

New 
Treatments

Health 
Education 

+ 

Donation 
Program

Advocacy 
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Partnership

Women’s 
Health

Diagnostics & 
Co-Infections

Integrated 
approach
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* Source: The Lancet Infectious Diseases Volume; Issue 1; January 
2022; Pages 136-149

2010 2019

The prevalence 
of schistosomiasis 

in sub-Saharan Africa 
has gone Down by 

53-67% over the last
10 years*



2010 2019

The prevalence of schistosomiasis 
in sub-Saharan Africa has gone 
down by 53-67% over the last 10 

years*

> 250 Million Cases 

worldwide

> 90%
of those affected live 
in sub-Saharan Africa

> 2 Billion
tablets of the standard of 
care treatment
provided since 2007

> 900 million
People treated, mainly 
school-aged children

New pediatric treatment option for 
preschoolers, & new preclinical candidate –
March 2025: First preschooler receiving the 
drug

New 

Treatments

Health 

Education 
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Donation 

Program

Advocacy

& Capacity

Building 

Women’s 

Health
Diagnostics & 

Co-Infections

Integrated 
approach

*Publication:  The Lancet Infectious Diseases
Volume 22; Issue 1; January 2022; Pages 136-149

Schistosomiasis Elimination 

Our Integrated Approach, Accomplishments and Aspirations

Source-WHO Factsheet at:

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/schistosomiasis

Why? How? Progress

Our Vision

“A world free of Schistosomiasis”

Eliminate schistosomiasis as a public 
health problem
Maintain control of schistosomiasis in high 
and moderate-prevalence areas

Achieve interruption of transmission of 
schistosomiasis



Visit our webpages

for more details 

on our work 
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